EDU 4231 Play Theory Research Assignment Assignment Value-30%
Assignment Expectations: As an individual or in pairs, you will research a topic/theme of ‘play’, and complete an annotated bibliography on the topic. Based on this information you will prepare a practitioner friendly research poster that demonstrate the relevance & impact of your play topic in early learning practices.
Please see file on Brightspace for tips and examples of research posters

Objectives: To demonstrate your ability to source relevant research and integrate your growing understanding of the importance of play and the theories of play in early learning practice. As well as your ability to communicate these findings to early childhood professionals and our broader community partners.
Directions:

1. Read over the assignment expectations, resources & rubrics
Part I:
2. Conduct a review of the literature on the topic of play. You can examine a specific theme related to play (gender, culture, inclusiveness, socio economics, best practice etc.) but please identify it with the instructor on the Brightspace thread.
3. You will create an annotated bibliography (APA style), with a minimum of 8 research journals, articles. For each item, you will include:
· APA reference of source
· Summary of source
· Strengths of research
· Criticisms or Limitations of research
· Reflection on relevance (make connections)
[image: ]

Part II:
4. Based on the annotated bibliography, you will create a PowerPoint presentation that will demonstrate the knowledge you have gained in this topic.
5. Create an introduction that outlines the purpose of your research poster. This will be included on the ppt.
6. Develop a minimum of 3 key aspects about the importance and value of play (connected to the themes or findings from your annotated bibliography). Justify your answers by connecting the research to practical examples (relevance to practice).
7. Create a conclusion that explains how the use of information from the evidence can improve: learning experiences for children, engagement with families, practices for early learning practitioners, and the broader community.
8. Ensure your work is organized, and proper spelling and grammar is used. The ppt is intended to be professional, informative and user friendly. Your ppt may be a maximum of 8 slides minimum
9. Include all references on ppt (in a separate slide) that show all sourced information, using APA standards. Ppts that do not meet these standards will result in a zero. You are encouraged to use the information from your annotated bibliography, and any of the materials from this course (not class notes) to help justify your work. The purpose is for you to be able to connect theories to professional practice, and use reputable resources to justify.
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Please post assignment on Brightspace on due date. Please note that both parts must be submitted to receive a mark.

Assessment Rubric for Annotated Bibliography

	Part I:
	3
	2
	1

	
Grading Criteria & Rubric
	Expectations are Surpassed and Additional Details are presented
	Expectations Met 
	Approaching Expectations 

	Writing fluency of annotations- annotations are thoughtful, complete, and well written
	
	
	

	Quality /Reliability of  Sources-  All sources cited can be considered academic, reliable and/or trustworthy. Sources chosen demonstrate their value & relevance to the assignment.
	
	
	

	Strengths & Limitations- are identified for each source, from an objective critical perspective
	
	
	

	Reflections- sources used show a range of research and perspective to build a more comprehensive understanding of topic.
	
.
	
	

	APA and Format- Format of paper is aligned with assignment expectations. Citations are formatted correctly in the document
	
	
	



Assessment Rubric for Research Poster

	Part II:

Grading Criteria & Rubric
	3
Expectations are Surpassed and Additional Details are Presented
	2
Expectations Met
	1
Approaching Expectations 

	Introduction & Conclusion are thoughtful, reflective and complete aligned with the assignment expectations
	
	
	

	Key Aspect #1
Provides justification linked to evidence, as well as clear and detailed examples demonstrating the importance to practice
	
	
	

	Key Aspect #2
Provides justification linked to evidence, as well as clear and detailed examples demonstrating the importance to practice
	
	
	

	Key Aspect #3
Provides justification linked to evidence, as well as clear and detailed examples demonstrating the importance to practice
	
	
	

	The tool serves as a ‘public education’ tool through the use of a professional presentation, concise language and an aesthetically appealing layout.
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